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You may recall in our April special Locust 
edition that MSF had written to each of 
the three state agricultural ministers, as 
well as Federal minister Tony Burke, urg-
ing them to provide funding for a coordi-
nated crisis plan for the spring hatchings. 
 
Victorian Premier John Brumby an-
nounced this month a $43.5 million “war 
on locusts” fund, and that he will chair the  
taskforce addressing the locust problem.   
 
I was invited to a meeting in Bendigo, 
along with other industry representatives, 
to meet with Premier Brumby, his Agricul-
ture minister Jo Helper and DPI staff to 
hear first hand the news, and to provide 
input on how best to tackle the issue that 
threatens to be the worst in 75 years. 
 

It is pleasing to see that farming systems 
groups like MSF are seen as one of the 
organisations that can best help communi-
cate will local farmers and agencies, 
helping the government to manage the 
situation. 
 
Premier Brumby also indicated his gov-
ernment would be working closely with 
counterparts in SA and NSW, as well as 
the Australian Plague Locust Commission 
to ensure a strategic and consistent ap-
proach is taken to minimise the impact at 
spring hatching time. 
 
We look forward to similar announce-
ments soon from SA and NSW and how 
this will coordinated nationally. 
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• Diary Dates 
• GSR rainfall figures 
• Monitoring Crop Pests 
• Managing Mice 
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9am—1pm 
Ouyen Football Club 

MSF crop walk at the Ouyen 
research trial site (behind 
North West Ag) to  follow the 
updates - lunch provided. 
For further information contact:  
MSF on 50219100 or visit 
www.msfp.org.au. 
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Phone:  03 5021 9100 
Fax:      03 5022 0579 
Email: admin@msfp.org.au 
Postal Address: 
PO Box 5093 Mildura 3502 
Office Address: 
2/152 Pine Ave Mildura 
3500 
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1st April — June 28th  
Balranald  114.0mm 
Eudunda 105.2mm 
Hopetoun   57.6mm 
Karoonda   80.8mm 
Lameroo   73.4mm 
Loxton   74.7mm 
Mildura   86.2mm 
M/Bridge 105.9mm 
Ouyen   89.2mm 
Pooncarie   98.6mm 
Renmark   64.6mm 
Swan Hill 110.4mm 
Walpeup   87.2mm 

Mallee Growing  
Season Rainfall 
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With crops in the final 
stages of being sown and 
now starting to emerge, 
timely advice goes out to 
be mindful to monitor your 
crops throughout the   
growing season for pests or       
evidence that pests 
may be present in 
your crops. 
 
Infestation can occur 
at any time but crops 
are most susceptible 
to  attack by pests 
d u r i n g  t h e         
emergence/establishment 
stage and from budding/
f lo wer i ng  o r  he ad      
emergence stages right 
through till harvest. Heavy 
a t t a c k  d u r i n g  t h e          
pre-flowering/pre-heading 
period can reduce yield 
s ign i f i cant ly  i f  no t       
monitored. 
 
 

The incidence of major     
insects varies from year to 
year and from locality to 
locality so contending with 
a whole range of pests 
during the growing season 
may not always occur.  

Occasionally some species 
of pests may become more 
numerous  than others  
causing serious damage to 
crops.   
 
Pest control should be an 
integral part of crop   
management and should 
be planned for if crops are 
to make it through to    
harvest. Naturally, the 

growth stage and/or    
condition of the plant or 
both will determine if a 
treatment is warranted.  
Growers who inspect their 
crops on a regular basis 
will be the ones who will be 
able to make an informed 
decision about whether to 
treat their crops or not. 
 
Crop damage must be  
correct ly  determined    
before effective control 
can take place,   avoiding 
killing beneficial insects.   
Collect specimens of     
suspect species and     
damaged plants and ask 
your local agronomist or 
adviser to identify them 
a n d  s u g g e s t  a n             
appro pr ia t e  c o n t ro l 
method if necessary. 
 
This information has been sourced 
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Dr Ben Jones from Mallee 
Focus has set up this    
w e b s i t e  -
www.locustmap.com.au for 
growers and agronomists 
to use identifying egg bed 
locations.  Dr Jones      
encourages growers and 
agronomists to use this 
website as an easy 
method of showing all 
s tate and nat ional     
agencies where egg beds 
are. 
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MSF Gold Sponsor 

Disclaimer: While MSF has taken all reasonable care in preparing this information, neither MSF nor 
its officers accept any liability resulting from the interpretation or use of the information set out in 
this document. Information contained in this document is subject to change without notice. MSF 
neither recommends nor endorses any sponsor’s product or service. Information is provided under a 
commercial agreement and is for general information only.  MSF recommends the seeking 
of independent advice as to the suitability of the product or service for your farming operations. 

As if Locusts weren’t problem 
enough—now Mice as well! 
 
Under the right conditions 
mice numbers can build rap-
idly leading to crop damage,   
contamination of stored 
grain, loss of feed and fod-
der, and disease spread. 
Monitoring of mice numbers is 
essential if   effective control 
is to be    implemented. 
 
It has been estimated that 
200 mice are equivalent to 
one sheep grazing. The 
CSIRO Rodent Research 
Group     considers anything 
over 500 mice per hectare as           
representing a plague. 
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Growers need to  monitor 
their own  paddocks and 
farms to establish if mice are 
to become a problem. 
 
If numbers were high during 
autumn, monitoring should  
continue through winter and 
spring. 
Indicators that mice numbers 
have increased include: 
• Numerous burrows; 
• Mouse droppings on soil 

and plants; 
• the typical mousey smell; 
• Large numbers of mice 

seen at night, in      pad-
docks or on roads; 

• More than usual the pres-
ence of birds of prey such 
as kestrels or kites. 

• Signs of seeds being dug 
up, plants gnawed at or 
pod and head damage; 
and 

• Frequent day sightings. 
 

A few simple in-paddock  
monitoring techniques can be 
undertaken to establish 
whether mice numbers are         
increasing. These include hole 
counts, census cards and    
trapping. 
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Keeping your farm clean and 
minimising the supply of feed 
helps to reduce the potential 
for mice to breed. However, 

if the situation does intensify, 
baiting may become an op-
tion.  Some things to consider 
when baiting include: 
• It is not the silver bullet 

solution to crop       pro-
tection but can   minimise 
potential  damage. Re-
member, baiting only kills 
those who eat the bait. 

• Two rodenticides are 
currently registered for 
f i e l d  u s e : 
Bromadiolone  and zinc 
phosphide. 

• Mouse baits should be 
used in dry conditions to 
achieve a maximum kill 
rate. 

• Activity should be  moni-
tored after      baiting 
with rebaiting not to oc-
cur for 14 days. 

• Baiting should not    occur 
within two weeks of har-
vesting due to the with-
holding period. 

• No rodenticides are regis-
tered for use in native 
vegetation, other non-
cropping areas such as 
roadsides or on Crown 
Land. 

• Baits must not be laid 
within 50m of the crop 
perimeter or native vege-
tation. 

• Granivorous native birds 
that feed in crops and are 
at risk if bait is laid on 
bare ground, so to are 
birds that     predate on 
mice such as kestrels and 
kites, and can be a signifi-
cant risk where bromadio-
lone has been used. 

• Only chemicals        regis-
tered to control mice le-
gally can be used. 

 
B r o m a d i o l o n e  i s  a n            
anticoagulant poison and is a   
grain-based bait registered 
for use only along crop      
perimeters i.e. fence lines.  
Consult label for use          
instructions. 
 
Zinc phosphide is registered 
for in-crop use only and 
should not be used around 
buildings, towns or residential 
areas. Again, consult label 
for use instructions. A rate of 
1kg/ha provides 20,000 
lethal doses per hectare. 
 
This information has been sourced in 
part from the GRDC Mouse Manage-
ment Fact Sheet and can be found at 
www.grdc.com.au/director/events/
factsheets. 
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